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= — Behold, 1 caſt out Nog 1 


rs is a declaration of that power, 
Vvhereby our Savior compell'd: evil 
ſpirits to leave thoſe unhappy per- 
ſons, whom they had corporally poſſeſs'd. The 
miſery of ſuch poſſeſſion „and the bleſſing of 

a releaſe from it, are recorded by the Evan- 
geliſts ! ſo often, in ſo plain and diſtinguiſk- 
ing a manner, that their meaning might ſeem 
abundantly ſecurd from miſtake. Even the 
* bittereſt enmity againſt Chriſtianity, in it's 

1 Matt. IV, 24. VIII. 16, 28 and foll. IX. 33. X. 8. XII. 
24, 28. XVII. 15 and foll. compar'd with Mark IX. 17 and 


foll, and Luke IX. 39 and foll. Mark I. 25, 26, 34, 39. V. 2. 
and foll. VI. 13. XVI. 9, 17. Luke IV. 40, 41. VIII. 27 and 


foll. IX. 1. X. 17. XI. 18 and foll. 2 Julian. apud Cyril. 
1.6. p. 191. edit. Spanh. Even Lucian, whilſt he indulgeth 


himſelf in his uſual raillery, ſheweth, "that the diſpoſſeſſon 
of evil ſpirits was not uncommonly ſpoken of in his time: 


A 2 more 


4 The uſual interpretation 


more early ages, cou d not ſtifle an acknow. 


ledgment, that the facts, referr d to in the 
text, were really ſuch, as they are repreſented 
in the Goſpels. Yet, amongſt perſons, who 
aſſume the Chriſtian character, ſome have not 
ſerupl d to charge. the portions of ſacred hi. 
ſtory, which thoſe facts are the ſubjects of, 
with abſurdity, or mere accommodation to 
vulgar error. Under the ſpecious colour (and 
what impoſture hath not taken the ſpecious 


colour ?) of diſabuſing credulous mortals, rec- 
tifyjng their ſentiments and remoying their 


apprehenſions of danger, where no danger is, 
they have attempted, by a peculiar kind of 
exorciſm, to eject both the poſſeſſors and the 


poſſeſs d out of the volume of Scripture. In 
purſuit of this benevolent undertaking, they 


maintain, that the original words, which, in 
our tranſlation, are render d devils -- Ggniff 


( not any particular order of ſpirits ; in power, 
ſuperior to our own; or in temper, perpetual- 
ly diſpos d to miſchief but) only the ſouls of 
men, which have left the body, and are kind- 


ly affected to them, who ſtill are in it. This 


* 


interpretation leadeth its authors to conclude, 
that, wherever any grievous ſufferings of men 
are imputed to the influence of Jus or Jas 


Ts 1 And, not improperly, as as the ſequel will evince. 
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bia, the whole narration muſt vaniſh i in 
gure, or ſink in condeſcenſion to popular, er⸗ 
roneous perſuaſion. And this concluſion is like- 
wiſe ſuppos d to receive additional ſupport, 
from the inconſiſtency with divine attributes, 


which it's patrons pretend to diſcover, in the 


contrary opinion. But, the falſe criticiſm and 


falſe reaſoning of the whole ſeheme will be | 


1515 d, by proving, 


FI KST, That the ode; uſtally annex d to 
gallus and Jayiva, in Evangelical hiſtory, i is 
confirm d by the uſe of the ſame words, in the 
writings of r heathens : Nn 


$6 cohor's? That thoſe. lies! of the 
Goſpel, wherein are expreſs'd the vehement 
malignity and power of the Beings ſo call d, 
ought to be underſtood in the literal, eie 
beer . of che expreſſions: 


TH I RDLY, That by the literal cxpolit ition, 
here aſſerted, the juſtice, wiſdom and goodneſs 
of God are ſo far from being contradicted, as 
to be hgnally diſplay” d. . 

And, Firs 75 the notion, uſually annex d to 
04 0m and Jayiina, in Evangelical hiſtory, is 

confirm'd 


6 be uſual interpretation : 
conſirm d by the uſe of the ſame words, tl 
n of eminent e tt Aut 40 Hin 


is * In theſe ings, Fink (and to the 


our adverſaries appeal) the terms, under con- 
fideration, are ſometimes equivalent to gu 
or gan, when the grammatical number is the 
fame, and denote the divine Being, abſolutely 
ſupreme. But, * they are moſt commonly ap- 
ply d, in the plural number, to repreſent creat- 
ed Beings, originally ſuperior to man. Be. 
ſides the paſſages, wherein this notion of them 
is directly requir'd, many others ſupply ſuch me; 
diums, as clearly feet i it. They are deſcribd, 
for inſtance, as 3 firſt imploy d in the creation 
of men, by divine appointment; and after- 
WANs as guarding, and conducting each in, 


| 1 Plato! in Politico p p. 272. extr. edit. Steph. Hierocl. Pp 
250. edit. Cant. Diodor, Sic. 1.3. p.143. ed. Rhod, lian, 
V. H.1.6.c.13. adde J. Poll. I. 1. c. 1. 2 Plato in Sym- 
pol. p. 202. Iamblich, de Myſt. Egypt. ſect, 111. c. 22, 30. 
edit. Oxon. Porphyr. Epiſt. ad Anebon, p. 1 & ſeq, fer 
fingulis. lamblich. de Myſt. Egypt. ſect. 1. c. 3, 4, 5, 7: 
ſect. II. c. 1, 2. Max. Tyrius dill. 26. p. 272 -4 -6. edit. Cant, 
Jamblich. de vita Pythag. c. 8. p.28. & c. 21. p. 84. & c:3t 
p-177. edit. Kuſt. Porphyr. de vita Pyth. p.39. ed. Kuſt. 

3 Plato in Timæo, p. 41. - ibid. 4-69-7175. Confer. 
Apul. p. 585 & 690, edit. Par. Plato in Politic. p. 2 1. extr. 
ibid. 274 5. Idem de Republ. 1. 10. p. 617- 610. Idem in 
. -107, Porphyr. Ep. ad Aneb. p. penult. Hierocl. 


2 


* * 1 — — 1 ——— . 


ſwmn „ A _ _  _—__ Wa uo x  aa@Ss cc q (AQDOD. nana 


a x 1 A n — 


1 FR Ur r 


TT > e 


of AkaMOREE ( 4 


dividual- of the race, from their ent᷑ rance into 
this world, "al thete departure out of *. e 


dr 


The philoſophers, who plac a . in thefe 
points of view, muſt, in conſequence of their 


own tenets, ſuppoſe thoſe Beings to be indu d 


with advantages of nature, which exalt'theix 
highly above the human ſpecies. And Plato, 
in 
affign'd' them; that, upon 4 compariſon with 
men, they muſt be intituld to the ſame pre- 
eminence, which the ſhepherd is allow d to 
have, when compar d with ann Kocks, over 
which de — nun 


5 . * cas 13.1 l N #45 T1: 01 


ihe regard to this Beit Hiper order itt 


the creation, as well as their important com- 
miſſions, ) they are call d- aud fins T6 Aeg a 
Jaller — _ * Alp eon vr Yeats * a are, 
12] dm 1 e Hi — mee ey ANN 
r ora rrrrar eee ah ne. 


11115 


3 276 . Arriany in Egi. 14. 0. 14. Dion Hal. AR. 
.2. C 63. edit, Oxon, Menand. apud Clem. Alex. Strom. 
lid. 5. P+727- edit. Oxon. 1 Plato de legs 7 4. p. 7g. 
1 Plato in Politico, "1 Extr., 3 Plato's 2 Symp. be 
Porphyr, de abſtin. &c. 1.2. ſeck. 38 edit. Cant. 4 


N Epinom. Pp 984. & ſeg. Plutarch. T. 2. P.. 261, Klit, 


p- 416, fert extr.— p. 44). NMierocl. in aur. carm. 
p. 240. edit. Cant. 5 Iamblich. de myſt; Egypt. ſect. 1. 
CIC 


particular; collecteth from the offices here 


owes : 


8 they teſtify, a prevailing perſuaſion 
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C aun for human ghoſts. And, tho they, arg 
in d with mixtures of error; yet, upon ap. 
plication of ſuch, correRtives, as may be fairly 


of the exiſtence and miniſterial office of good 
angels. If they were not, indeed, copy d from 
ſome part of the ſacred originals; yet, in 2 


comparative view of them and the texts ſub. 


join d, ſeveral traces of likeneſs will be offer « 
to e Wee £83 44 ey DIG 4 


93 


Whenever, — 5 L — 4 an 


; Shen d: to poetic language, as to give the 
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& 13, 20. & beck. 11. c.15. ſect. VI. e. 3, 6. "Confer, Diog 
Laert. 1. 3, ſegm. 79. 1 Pfal. XXXIV. 7. XCl. 11, 12. 
CIII. 20. CIV. 4. Dan. X. 13. compare Tobit XII. 13 and 
foll. Matt. XVIII. 10. Luke I. 19, 26 and foll. XVI. 22, 
Ack. X. 3. Heb. 1.7, 14. Rev. V. 6. VIII. 3, 4. XVII. i. 
2 Vide Platon. de Rep, 1. 2. p.377. In Hieroct. p. 38. the 


ghoſts of men, de ; 2p675 hd, are call'd Janus, 


ine, a piers; and are immediately afterwards d. 


| E from the ( 0¹ al AATMONEZ: ph 
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le Jaifrs to the ghoſts of 83 at cannot. | 
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from hence be juſtly collected, that they diſ- 
own'd the matpral difference between: "thoſe 
Beings.” Rather ſhou'd it he + Hon 
der to maintain conſiſteney in cit ſeitiments | 
that they thought the ſouls of the good, U 
departure from the body; were advane d to 
ſuch a nearneſs of ſimifitude with the mòſt 
excellent creatutes, as might juſtif/ a commul 
nity of their names. Thre' this conſtruction 
of their Words, - they are reconciłd to them. 
ſelves; and their conceptions of things {piri. 
wal become, in ſome meaſure, confonatit to 
the clearer diſcoveties of revelatibn. For, by 
the Goſpel we ate plainly taught, that the 
pious will be bleſs d with ſo happy a changes 
upon the ſecond union of their conſtituent 
parts, as to be thereby SON 3 te an 0 che | 


1657165 n ith 'ebs 
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ow 


Sho 5 DO VG Mes a> 7. 2 XD OD. : 


Thus fix trach and ccadiion conlpite, in 
tegard to the favorable ene d to 4 
puns and nne. ech 


1 vids Platon. Cratyl. p. 955 EM Ty waere Coe 
fer.” Procl. in Plat. Theotog: p. 64. edit. Hamb. & Plu- 
tarch, de orac. def. p. 415. Iamblich. de myſt. Egypt. 
Seck. II. c. 2. In Hierocles they are card inafffxor A 
I20AAIMONEZ=p.40. 2 e and fell. 10 
3 Mark XII. . OOO EI ROO 
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aloha not the notion, — 5 chaſe 
terms moſt frequently ſignify. For, the more 
contemplatine heathens, allowing the * eſlen 
tial identity of the Beings ſo call d, have con- 
ſider d them alſo as accidentally diſtinguiſh, 
by contrary qualities. And, as their writing 
import ſome notices of the holy angels; ſo do 
they diſcover an equal degree of knowledg, 
in reference to the deprav'd. Theſe are de. 
ſerib d therein, as malevolent and maleficent 
Beings; delighting (or ſeeming, at leaſt, de- 
lighted) in the indulgence of cruel inclina- 
tions; in promoting wickedneſs, een an 
. amonge. men. 


; From the rubles — be. 
tween moral goodneſs and a conſtant diſpoſi. 
tion to fraud and wron 85 3 reaſon taught phi- 


"1 Plutarch. de If. & Okir Pp. 360. 19 de orac, def. p. 
7. Iamblich. de myſt. Ægypt. Sect. H. e. 7. Porphyr. de 
abſt. &c. 1.2. ſect. 38. Confer, Chalcid. in Plat. Tim. p. 329. 
& ſeq. edit. Fabr. 2 Plutarch. T. 2. p.361. Porph. epiſt. ad 
Ant: p· 5. by . , Quo & c. and 5. azugnys, ſeems 
repreſent theſe, and their chief: whom, at the con- 
POE of the ſame epiſtle, he diſtmguiſheth from the 
. dale, and calleth 5 , Iamblich. de myſt. X- 
gypt · ſect. III. c. 31. Sect. IV. c. 7. Sec, X. c. 3. 3. Plato 
de Repub. 1.2. p. 379 & ſeq. Iamblich. de myſt. Egypt. 
| ſegt. IV. c. 6. Hierocl. | 
? 1 21 55 loſophers 
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led to this notion of thoſe Beings, trading 


in Platon. Theol. p.64 == AMS xay 
une rd ©EQN 640} — QEOTE S (eil. Plato) . 


am, Guo alſſerted. 11 
loſophers to infer, that this diſpoſition caimot 
be afehbdowthe" Deity,” When the fame 
authors, 'therefor, make the moſt pernicious 


deluſions; the favorite imployment of Fujurecr- * 


when they-pronounce them the inventors and 
incouragers of ſuch practices, as are moſt in- 
jurious both t individuals and to communi-· 
ties of men; they muſt, by neceſſary conſe⸗ 
quence from their own teaſoning about the 
beity, be preſum d to loo upon I lun; a8 
entremely evil. And Plutarch ſuppoſeth, that 
veral- inquiſitive heathens (whom he citeth 
1s conſentient with Plato herein) were juſtly 


becurrences in the natural and moral world. 
Theſe occurrences exhibited the tokens of ſuch 
power, as far exceeded human nature; and of 


85 wickedneſs, as appear d directy oppoſite 


1 Plato apud Plutarch. T. 2. p.361. Idem in Phædro p. 
2 Confer- idem de Repub. 1.2. p.364. & p.378 382. 
Where, indeed, he uſeth the word 9, yet daes, tis 

ble, are to be underſtood b [oF it "For: thus Proclus 
AAIMONAZ, i dvelas 


Plutarch. l «ug. p.474 · & de orac. def. p. 4, fig. For- 
phyr. de abſt. &c. I. 2. ſect. 40, 41, 58. Iamblich. e myſt. 
Tr. ſect. III. c, 13, 16, 31. Sect. IV. c. , 13. Liban. 
decl. 43. p. 906, edit. Morel. 2 Plutarch. T. 2. p.360. & 
ſeq. . & loc. ſupra modd cit · Confer. Salluſt. r 
edit. Amſtel. | 15 
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to che divine. In ſearch of ſatisfaction about 
them, the thepciſts, tis not improhable, had 
recourſe. to the remains of antient tradition; 
and hy collecting it's ſcatter d raies, they wer 
at length induced to conceive ideas of that 
middle ſort of Beings, which had much more 
ability than man, to execute purpaſes intite- 
ly unworthy of God, Theſe Beings (beſides 
tlie deſcription: of them already given) are te- 
markably characteria d, in the ſame author 
ab exiles from heaven and from the divine 
preſence — as wand ring thro! the air, about 
ſcn and land; and ſtriuving with ſuch aſſiduity 
and ſiorceneſs, as giveth them a reſemblance of 
favage animals, to delude men its ruin, and 
gl making ſome of the _ _ Prey: 


30 hos. n named by lioggoys : DEL. 


A Avtarch- 4e opc, defgctu, p. 415, DN 45. "Confer 
Plato de Repub. I. 2. p. 379 & ſeq. '2 Plutarch. T. 2. p. 
$20-.extr-& orac. def. p.418 extr. & 419. & ibid. p. 36l. 


ener 


ey d i ops le Nee N due (Scribe nhmAv) 
ory Li ins einm, ere CCege aha 
e Gregor, 5 e en, hang!" 
Ane 4 Tiü n Nee, enen N moms, 2 
| 4 Froclus' in P. . edit. Plantin. Orpb. bes ach 
Je: vr 31, Orac, Chald. Xl. v. 313. edit. Cler. Jamblich! de 
myſt, AKgypt- ſect. II. c. 7. Confer. Pfell. p. 45. edit. Par, 
Plutarch. de orac: def. p.417, 418, 420. Iamblich. de 8 
Egypt. ſect. III. e. 1g, zl. Salluſt. Phitoſ, Ei 
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of an evidence, which he himſelf hath inter- 
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In 8 images likewiſe, 25 well as in thoſe 
af Jaun gohſider d above, it is not difficult 
to diſcern that truth delineated in fainter cop 
lours; which the inſpired writers haye-drawn 
in the ſtrongeſt... In their ſtile, tis well known, 
who, Aa f the power of the air iss and 
who * the ug, that 3 kept not their firſt 
ate, but fell from heaven. And the ſame 
irit, of which the + ſerpent and dragon are 
ſometimes made emblem, is alſo deſcrib d 
byꝛthem, as going te and fre in the eartii; 

* walking about, as a roaring liun, ——— 
be, may dereur, I and exerciſing the avenging 


. on the wicked. #17 c e 
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Hence it appenkbeth, chat profane e | 
do not contradict, but conſitm, the uſe of 
dann 08 dais, in the ſacred. The In- 
quirer, then, who pretends to build his inter- 
pretation of thoſe words, upon the monus 
ments of che former, cannot evade the force 


eſted in the cauſd. And tho they have;: cons 
e eee — 


e 115! 1 


14. e b H. 2. & (Pen. 3. 7 1 Sam. 
XVI. 145 23. x Cor. V. 5 5. I Tim. I. 20. 
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14 The uſual interpretation 
tion, in pagan antiquity; yet, this ſupplyeth 
Seine valid objection to the eſtabliſhment 
—— ſenſe thereof, in holy Scripture. 
Words, tis obvious to obſerve, have not un- 
commonly paſod from 2 general and indiſcri- 

minate, to a peculiar and diſtinguiſting, re- 
preſentation f thi things. Thus ), a name 
ſometime promiſeuouſiy given to the higheſt 
rank of creatures, hath been more eminently 
apply'd to them, who perſever'd in their pri- 
mitive ſtation. And, if an example of hea 
then authority may be more acceptable to the 
Inquirer, it will be ſafficient,: without accu- 
mnlating more, to recommend S. or o- 
Os to his confideration,' If no perſon of 
letters can diſpute a change i in the uſe of theſe 
terms from a morully indifferent, to a bad 
meaning; why ſhou'd it ſeem incredible or im. 
proper, that Dau or Jays, which had 
been the common appellation of created intel 
ligences, ſhou d at length be apptopriated 2d 
the leading rebels againſt our Creator? And, 
as the name devil conveyetk the ſame idea, 
in our trauſlation; the:tranſlation is juſt, and 

the rejection of it owing; to ignorance, falti- 
dious oppoſition to cuſtom, affectation of un- 
uſual. e s N A0 1 
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Thus far it ſeem expedient to comply with 
the Inquirer's method of attempting to ſup- 
port his o opinion; and to evince the agree. 
ment between Evangelical and external wri: 
de in the uſe, of the * diſcuſs d. Efron 

7170 49 

The plain tenor of holy writ, indeed, ſhou'd 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of anxious colbarthes af- 
ter ſuch, agreement, amongſt real Chriſtians. 
But, when the perverſe, who are ever inventing; 
or repeating, occaſions of doubt and diſſatiſ- 
faction, publiſh their fancy d diſcoveries, with 
an air of triumph and uncommon learning; 
it may be proper to draw thoſe inſtruments 
out of their hands, which they uſe unskil fully 
or unfairly; and to ſhew, that a reſolute ad- 
mirer of innovation will rather torture even 
the parties, which he ſummons to his defence, 
than ſuffer them to be aningag d in his con- 
teſt with Serigurg. | 3543 
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And, "when the 1 ſhall think: fit (as 
he ſeems to threaten) to try his cauſe: by the 
teſtimony of eccleſiaſtical antiquity, he may 
expect to find it proy'd, that he hath only 
chang d the ſeat of the debate, En c_ 
A his A 
Bohne! | | But, 


16 dn nf lep, 


been deſtroy d; by aſcertaining the idea be- 


preted;. 
tionable admiſſion of this Sz00wD- propofi. 


tions propos'd; can it be thought, with any 
I of truth, that the n in- 
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But; the foundation of his cavils Kirin 


longing to the words, which he hath miſinter- 
a way is open d to the more une cep 


tion, ; 


in great malignity and great pow hit a l re 
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man bodies are attributed to devils, (for, ſo | 
| eee ee on con: 


underſtood. | 


. Belides chi „ which this coi 


gon receivech from the preceding obſerva- 


tions, aſſent to it is- ſtill more ſtrongly de- 
manded, by the tenor of the whole narration 
concerning the poſſeſs d. When we read, (not 
to mention other remarkable circumſtances) 
that evil ſpirits, which had enter d into men, 
were caſt out that they talk d with Chriſt - 
acknowledg d His divine miſſion - dre · 
queſts to Him; and return d anſwers to quef 


9 See th nes te ut th ben 0 
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tended herein, only to deſcribe the ſymptoms 
and effects of ſome natural diſorders? Can 


; local motion, ſpeech, reaſon, choice, diſcerns 
ment more than human, be aſſign d, in a plain 
3: relation of facts, without the utmoſt abſurdi- 
|. i ty, to qualities; where no intimation is given 


by. the hiſtorian, that he deſigns to recede 


from the known, receiv'd. ſignification of 


e || words? Or, is it to be imagin d, conſiſtently 


x vith ſoundneſs of mind, that . . madneſs 


ſo cou d not, yet the mad might, know the perſon 
ly of Chriſt, merely by His fame? If the mad 
aan be ſuppos d to have injoy d intervals, fre- 

quent and lucid enough, for the attainment 
us of ſuch wonderful knowledg; yet, can it alſo 


neſs and of his knowledg, in the ſame in- 
ſtant? The Inquirer, indeed, liberally * grant- 
eth him ſagacity enough to diſcern the ſuper- 
eminence. of Chriſt; upon the firſt view; and, 
by conſequence, to perceive, that He was both 
able and willing to cure him. Doth he not, 
then, permit the diſtreſs d, to imbrace this 
fair opportunity of being heard No - ſo 
capricious is this writers humor, that he recalls 
his forme. liberality, and allows his moſt ſa⸗ 


1 See Enquiry p. 67 -- 73. Luke IV. 33, 34, VIII. 28. 
Mark 23--26.V. 6,7. Matt. VIII. 29. 2 See Eng. loc. cit. 
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be ſuppos d, that he gave proofs of his mad- | 
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pacrous patient to betray ſuch a degree of 
frenzy, in that very junctute, as to expteſi 
Hortor; at the fight of an acknowledg d de. 
liverer, and & deſire of not feeling the bene. 
ficial influence of His power. So ſtrong a pro- 
_ peiiſity to paradox prevails, we find, in ſome 

writers, that if they fail of gaining it a ſuit. 
able indulgence in the ſacred writings, they 
| will, at Da . it in their own, 


The ſame perſon, tis de who, in one 
| place of Setip ture, is deſcrib'd in u ſtate of ob: 
ſeſſion; * in another, is call'd a lunatic. ' But, 
is it regularly concluded Rom hence, that the 
_ grievance, repreſented in theſe two forms of 

ſpeech, was ſingle, and naturally incidental to 
the füffering party? Or, may i not be more 

juſtiy affirm d, in virtue aud in favour of both 
accounts, that both are ſtrictly trac - that the 
_ caſe was complicated; and that an evil ſpirit 
had turm d a diſtemper d habit of body into an 
occaſion of exercifing his cruelty in it? This 
fohition is even pointed out by the parent, 
ho intreated eur Savior to relieve his ſon. 
For, according to his repreſentation of the dif- 


treſs, the young man was not only e. 


1 Mark IX. 17. compate Luke IX. 38, 39. 2 Matt. 
XVII. * 3 Matt. loco cit. | 
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. hut alſo 7 mga — habouriag; . at 


once, 0 1 he my Fs IRE od 
the devil. J 01 l 


When, again, we find Lale d. 3 6 14 
um —it is * a miſtake tp. fancy, that the lats 
ter verb is only exegetical of the former phraſe. 
I is rather ſubjoin d, to expreſs an, adgitjqnal 
malady, which bed from the 1 e 
s its immtdinte cauſe. 47 bein 


Theſe pallages, 75 a have been 
thought molt favorable to the Inquirer s hy- 
potheſis, being expounded. wirh clearneſs and 
conſiſtency, according to the cuſtomary import 
of words; with what colgur of reaſon. can a 
foreign and figurative ſenſe be ↄbtruded eicher 
on them, or other portions of the " 


DG ſimilar facts are rnehr ch 


I adgment and integrity - will thea, ipderd, 
induce an interpreter to depart from the lite- 
ral, obvious meaning of language, when the 
nature of the ſubject demandech the depar- 
ture - when Scripture ſuggeſteth, at leaſt, elſ- 
where, ſame reaſon for the qhap — and when, 


* . X. 20. $ Mede, diſc. VI. p-: 29. 8 
C 2 plain- 
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10 The uſual interpretation 
plaineſt truths muſt unavoidably inſue. But, 
what plea can be offer d in behalf of expoſi- 
tors, who will rather bid defiance, than pay 


due obedience, to theſe reſtrictions; and vio- 


late the rules of avoiding abſurdity, © even tor 
the fake of maintaining _ 


z7S . * 9 Þ 


— ſuch licence, the FTE 'of Satan's 
oracles may be fate into the lively ora- 
cles of God; and theſe, inſtead of being uſe- 
ful for dofirin and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 


may be perverted to the promotion of confu- 


Jon and every evil work. For, what is ſo fa- 
cred, or ſo important, in the ſyſetn of Chrif- 
tian doQrines, as not to be thereby reducible 
to the level of indifferent things, or even th 
the e of popular miſtakes Be oO 

if, for inftance; mewud akin, may be 
rapper d to the ſignification of a bodily, na- 
tural diſorder; mein a34y may ceaſe to repre- 
ſent a Divine Petſon. If mediatorial and pro- 
pitiatory acts are aſcrib d to a Savior of man- 
kind; yet, thro' the Inquirers dexterity, the 
language, expreſſive of thoſe acts and that of- 
fice, may be (and hath actually been) refolyd 
into mere conformity to the practices and ſen- 


5 T Matt. X. 1. & alibi. : - * 
NY —_ | timents 
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timents of idolatrous nations; amongſt whom 
were en ver and nnen | NOR 

1 agi, an Evangeliſt dete the Gin | 
and human nature of Chriſt, in ſaying, «tiat 
the Word was made fleſh; an Artemonian eludes 
the proof byereplying , „that Word denoteth; 
in the original, only reaſon or ſpeech; and 
feſb, not the ſubſtance, but the accidents, or 
infirmities, of human nature. And, in reality, 
if the weiks of the prince of ths 'world may be 
judg d to reſt upon no better foundation, than 
vulgar error; thoſe alſo, by which the Prince 
of peace, and - Redeemer of the world is diſtin- 
guiſh'd, may; with equal eaſe, be added toithe 
number of imaginary characters. And, that 


ſuch are the conſequences: of wantonly deſert- 


ing the common purport of language, is too 
clearly prov d by the wild, blaſphemous reve- 
ries of the ks antient and hater heretics. © 2050 
8 | a1 [L011 43% 5 1 127 

If, chk, the abt N of Evan- 
gelical hiſtory, concerning the malignity and 


power of devils; be not only not oppos d, but 
even confirm d, by external writers - if a ratio- 


nal, conſiſtent ſenſe may be deduc d from the 
ordinary acceptation of the original words -- if 
Wo 1 application of an alluſiye, fign- 

7900 rative 
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rative conſtruction hath been inſtrumental in 
impoſing the moſt monſtrous and deteſtable 
conceits upon writings, dictated by the Spirit 


of God - if theſe aſſumptions are all, as they | 


have all been proy'd to be, ſo many truths, 
then, the laws of ſound: judgment and ſound 
reaſoning will evidently perſuade this concly- 
ſion — That the paſſages, wherein the caſe of 
demoniacs is deſcrib d, ought to be underſtood 
according to the literal, e men * 
nen Na 


* 

A pious concern, ined; Bs the hens 
the Deity, and a deſign to correct an opinion, 
which is deem d injurious to it, haye been made 
the pretence for giving figure, in this cafe, 2 
Preference to the letter. But, allowing the 
Fatrans of figure the whale benefit of their 
piety, in the intention of their ſchemes ; yet, 


the neceſſity of farming and propoſing them 
will mY Oo, when it is n 5 


\ To RDIA, That by the . here 
aſſerted, the juſtice, wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God are ſo far from gr, e as to 
a e a= ot Ts! 
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concitd with a permiſſion, that Beings, whoſe 
ature is ſo contrary to His own, ſhou'd exer. 
ciſe a power ſo extenſive, . and ſo hurtful to 
che reſt of His creatures? Or, do'th not this 
divine attribute lead us rather to preſume, that 
they are reſtrain d from executing their evil 
purpoſes; and condemn'd to ſuffer, inſtead of 
cauſing, milery The difficulties, which theſe 
inquiries may be fancy d to contain, are ſoly'd 
by obſerving, that the miſapplication of power, 
whereby wicked ſpirits continually attempt the 
promotion of natural as well as moral evil, is 
not agreeuble, but directly contraty, to origi- 
nal inſtitution - that this contrariety is the re- 
ſult of their voluntary depravation +-- that the 
reſtraint of acts, ſuitable to this ſapervening 
depravation, is not more requiſite to the 1dea 
of rectorial juſtice in the Deity, than the ef- 
fectual prevention of criminal ſolicitations and 
criminal conduct, which are often mutaally ex- 
perienc d amongſt men. 


K. . <<} ee 


2 e „ Te, 


To theſe obſervations it may be added, that, 
tho the delay of puniſhment, completely ade- 
quate to guilt, muſt be own d by every mor- 
tal, who is not an intire ſtranger to himſelf; 
to be conſiſtent with divine juſtice ; yet, the 


damnation of the en ſpirits even now ſlum- 
6 reth 
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 &reth, not; ſeing;: together with the conti. 
nuance * their exiſtence, their torture is al. 
fo continu d. For, beſides a tormenting con. 
ſciouſneſs of abſolute excluſion from the in- 
valuable bleſſings of grace and glory, they 
are likewiſe repreſented as poſitively feeling 
the ſeverity of their ſentence. Chains of dark: 
neſs' a gloomy, painful, diſconſolate ſtate, 
out of which no expedient can extricate them, 
is already their allotment; whilſt their com: 
plement of miſery is * reſerv'd, til the judg- 
ment of the great day. After this deciſive pe. 
riod, it ſeems intimated, that they ſhall be in. 
tirely ſwallow'd up with their own torments; 
tho, before it, liberty is allow'd them to exert 


their malice againſt mankind. In regard to 


theſe, then, the great authors of evil, divine 
juſtice may ſeem plac d in a ſatisfactory light, 
Nor is it leſs capable of vindication, in regard 
to the calamity of the poſſeſs d. For, if, amongſt 
thoſe ſignal ſufferers, there. were ſome noto- 
rious ſinners, the charge of injuſtice becometh, 
in reſpect of theſe, immediately invalid. Or, 


even granting them a moral character, more 


conſonant to their obligations; yet, were they 
ſtill only parts of theig Creator's works, which 
might be apply'd, according to His good ploy 


RED 1 2Pet, II. 4. Jude 6. 2 Locis git. 
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fre, in dubſerviency to general advantage. 

Even ardinary failings might quſtify the afflic- 
tive treatment, which was only of ſhort dura- 
tion: nor is the interpoſition of almighty 
r remuirid immediately, in behalf of tlie 
aflicded. "The band. rhe Lord it not thevefor 
ſhortened, becauſe it is mot continually ſtretelrd 
forth agairiſt every act or attempt of Satan. 

He weigheth-all the ciroumſtandes of che · op- 
prcfs'd, and knoweth the proper ſeaſons and 
proper methods (to men · uſually unlenown) uf 
reſcuing, aiding and rewarding the objects of 


His merey. And, evon / during the ſeeming ſul- 


penſion of His providential care, His conſola- 
tions may be ſeeretiy diſpens d, Jualify the ſe- 
verity of the torture indur d, Ne eee 
* ability te bear it. 


But, it may be obferv d aun more em, 
md appoſitely to the pruſent purpoſe, That the 
Jewiſh nation, when khe . inſtances of obfeflion = 
more remarkably oceurr d amongſt them, were 


| (preuliarly-expos'd'to-yengeance. Their errors 


vere greſs, num erous antl pertinatiouſſy re- 
win d; and their corruption of manners was 
weravated by impenitence and -6btluracy of 
heart. What ground, then, is here left to 


5 bil | complainr .. if the grea ayenger of 


unre- 
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unrelenting offenders permitted the bodies of 
"one 61) dee Weh, iwfrorkintd bad 
e d a ſouls to 0 19 PER * _ 2 


Aud even in Wt Abende of this! haſt. 
1 e wiſdom (which is accuſtom d to 
bring good out of evil) found means of in 
creaſing the luſtre and amiableneſs of the trat 
and grace, which came by Feſus Chriſt. For, 
the prophecy, that He ſhon d bruiſe the ſer 
phent g head, was then to be publicly verify d 
by a correſponding event. And, tho it's fil 
and final accompliſhment was referr d to a l. 
ter period; yet did the accompliſhment” com-. 
mence, and gradually open it- ſelf to Jew and 
Gentile, in His repeated triumphs over the 
enemy, whom He had undertaken to ſubdue. 
Herein was offer d to both an opportunity of 
conviction, that the | kingdom of God ma 
come; whil'ſt they beheld the rulers of darkn! 
conſtrain d to confeſs, and obey, a ſuperior, it 
reſiſtible power. In each ejection of them out 
of human bodies, an abſolute dominion over 
them was demonſtrated, before a multitude of 
witneſſes; and, by the ſame means, was pro 
-ducd a moſt ſenſible argument of Chriſt's pro- 
ceeding ſucceſsfully to anſwer the end of His 


Þ © Luke Xl. 20. Matt. XII. 28. 
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F AMMONES c. afferted. 17 
manifeſtation in the fleſn; whil ft He thus e- 


vnc d His aþility 70 ee the: e * the; 
devil. 


Theſe facts, indeed, are therefor diſputed, 
becauſe they appear to have been numerous. 


in. But, Srantns, the bree of the pollels' A 
our Sigg — Ty yet, the inference, which, 


ſe this ſuppoſition recommendeth, is, That God, 
3 in the midſi of judgment, rememb reth. mercy, 
fall 2nd comforteth mankind with tokens. of His 
love, whil ſt He teacheth them to; revere His 
juſtice. All other calamities, that are inciden- 
ani! tal to us, have their reſpective ſeaſons, provi- 
the dentially determin Lianen do th our Creator 8 


due. tenderneis towards 11s 
y of Foy) puniſiments to prevail — And, 
when they have been with : held thro a long 
10 ſeries of years, men ought, tis true, in grati- 
| - ude, to acknowledg His clemeney; cannot, in 
ou 'aſon, maintain, that no ſuch calamities had 
yet Never been felt, as might have indanger d their 
e off #fety. Inſtead, then, of turning the remark- 
pro able. examples of demoniacal obſeſſion, during 
pro our Savior's life on earth, into an objection 


Hul gainſt the reality of the fact; ; impartiality of 
judgment 1 Hondo aſſent to the relation of 
D 2 e 


; 2 
5 ' 


28: The: nſnat inter preration 
the ſucx; whiliſt piety calls for a reverential a; 
knowledgment of divine goodneſs, in Ae er. 
traordinary diſpenſation. 


For, what'is more declarative of divine good 
neſs, than the ſuppreſſion of the fury and force 
of the apoſtate ſpirits, til that Perſon appeard 
on earth, thro whom their tyranny was to be 
_ viſibly chaſtis d, and; at length, aboliſti de Ac. 
cording to this gracious appointment, the ma · 
lady was not ſuffer d to break out in it's ut- 
moſt virulence, before the phyſician was ex- 
hibited to view, whoſe command was fafficient 
to effect àa cure. Of che time, indeed, of 
His advent and it's conſequences, the grand 

adverſaty perhaps, thro his acquaintance with 

prophety, might be appriꝝ d. Senſible, thett- 
for, thay his kingdom was threaten d with-ap- 
proiching ruin, be might hereupen naturally 
collect, and diſcharge, his utmoſt rage againſt 
mankind; make kis-affaalts more frequenth 
as well as vehemently, and the torments of 
che allaulteck more intenſe. And, id proper- 


tion to the viofence of 1 the ſtrong, muſt riſe 


-— Matt. XII. 29. Luke XI. 27,22. compar d with II. XI. 
10. where the words RI” pH- ſeem moſt properly rew- 
der d all cove AG Ar THE POWERPUL = by THE 
nowxarul being meant? el, robuftur ile, mention d 
in the Goſpel. See the learned Vitringa on the place. 
the 
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ol which He declar d Himſelf, by many infall- 


Ne we may be inſtructed, to ſuſpect the 
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- Upoir the whote' This evi 1. cho he's & 
far conducive to the general beneſit of men 
and promotior « of the great ends of prov. 
dence, in the mcarnatiorr- of the Son of God, 
as it ig apt to ereate a more hyely ſenſe and 
dread ot the dangerous attacks of Satan; and 
to raiſe 2 grateful ad miration of that” frien 
nid powerfel arm, which ſo vfbly and effce. 
really imterpos'd, 46 fepef and repreſs tem 
totally. Im the faltrary mffoence derivd on 
the body, by the word and thro” the name of 
Chriff, His divine authority might clearꝶy be 


dſevrn'Si" and 2 fitm perfaafion thence col. 
leed, ” 
with qual ffic: 


har His inflieitee wor'd extend in-felf 
- to the deliverance of the 
ſoul. © Arid, front chit perfaaſion the tranſition” 
is eff" to the neceſfity of believing in Him 
and obeying His laws, in order to be qualify d 
to pattake of that great, compleat ſalvation, 


le prof, to be the author. W rot 7 
In Ig By the tenor of the preced ing re- 
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arts and deſigns of pretenders to ſuch diſcove- 


ry, as the Inquirer hath propos d. The uſe 
and intent of language forbid his interpreta. 
8 ; the ſtream of antiquity is unfavorable to 

And tho this floweth not, unpolluted al- 
—— yet, impurities are not utterly. inſepar - 
able from it, provided aſſiſtance herein be 
drayyn (as it ought, to be) from the ſacred 
ſources of revealed truth. The contrary me- 
thod of altering, or rather, corrupting Scrip- 
tyre-notions;. by the unexamin d, or unduly ex- 
amin d, evidences of pagan monuments, is e- 
qually unreaſonable and irreligious. But, this 
practice is not peculiar to the Inquirer: not 
undertaken to defend. One venerable name 
he Hath, ppdued in onde his he, a9 


qual propriety, at leaſt; pecanſe equally, if not. 
more: direQly, conſentient with him, If he 


did not know, that ein, 3 DYapinas, 


L v1:i&mp od o 
1 Upreaſopabl — id, 8 who | is clear, 3 


and conſiſtent, is exchang'd for that, which is often ob- 


ſcure, intrichts! and full of <otratition : Irreligious--- be- 
cauſe it imports a preference. of that, which is human, to 
that which is divine. 2 Tract. de incantat. p. 10. & de 
immortal. animæ p. 135. quem citat doctiſ. Dexling- Ob- 
ſerv. lier. ring T. 2. 3 nen 74. HOT 
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Hobbs, Spinoza, and '3 Bekker eſpecially, 
: had all patronis d the ſame opinion; he may 
perhaps, when he cometh to this knowledg, | 
congratulate ' himſelf upon the lucky coinci- 
dence of his on thoughts with the thoughts 
of men, diſtinguiſh'd by ſingular penetration. 
tt he was not a ſtranger to their concurrence, 
cheir characters might have juſtify d a ſuſp i: 
. cion, at leaſt, of the doctrin, and occaſion d 
a more accurate inquiry into the foundation 
of it, before it was eſpous d and publicly re- 
viy d. But, diſputes of irreligious tendency 
muſt be kept up, in one or other form; and, 
when invention hath been exhauſted, in a va- 
| riety of antiſcriptural attempts; old, ſcatter d 
forces muſt be rally d, in order to maintain 
the ingagement. 


The obſtinate, diverſify d reſiſtance, indeed, 
to Goſpel truth, with which this age and na- 
tion are diſgraced, may ſeem to argue, that 
this is the hour of it's enemies, and of the power 5 
of darkneſs: a power, which is then moſt like- 
ly to be fatal, when it is induſtriouſly and 
hardily ridicul'd none being more expos d a | 


1 Leviath, pt. 4. c. 45. 2 Tract. theolog. polit. c. 2. 
3 Le monde enchante liv. 4. c. 8, 9. 
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_ fall by it, tes thoſe, who think-they kantig 
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| The believer regards it in a e 
| when he -maheth, it an argument ol ale 
nd uigilauqe — of the neceſſity of recurring t 
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